Sunday in the Church Year
The Epiphany of Our Lord
Trek though the Bible
Creation and The Fall
January 2, 2022
When the Magi arrived in Jerusalem, everyone was surprised and troubled. Few in
Israel remembered God’s promise through Isaiah that other nations would be attracted
to them. They had forgotten that Gentiles would come bearing gifts to a future just and
righteous King. Only after God worked faith in Saul/Paul’s heart was the message
clearly announced that all people share in the promise of Christ. Today, God’s Word
calls us not only to see the light of God’s love in Christ but also to emulate the Magi.
With joy, our faith moves us to follow where God leads and to worship our Lord, in
whom alone we have boldness and access with confidence to the grace of God. That is,
Epiphany is not only a celebration of the past but also a call to shine God’s light in our
lives today.
HYMN
“As with Gladness Men of Old”
1 As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.
2

As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

3

As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.

4

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.
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5

In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.

Text: Public domain

INVOCATION
Vicar:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 60:1, 5–6; Matthew 2:2, 10–11
Vicar:
Arise, shine, for your light has come.
People:
We saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him.
Vicar:
You shall see and be radiant.
People:
They rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
Vicar:
They shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
People:
And they fell down and worshiped Him.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Vicar:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
People:
who made heaven and earth.
Vicar:
If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
People:
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Vicar:
Although God has graciously showered the light of His love on us, we
have not responded in lives of total devotion. But because He has
graciously promised to forgive, let us go to Him in the name of “Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence
through our faith in Him.”
People:
Gracious heavenly Father, we confess that we have let the
distractions of this world turn our eyes from seeing the true Light.
We have not loved You with our whole hearts. Forgive us and renew
in us hearts to see, follow, and worship You alone.
Vicar:
In the mercy of almighty God, our heavenly Father sent His Son to take to
His cross all our sins, and His Holy Spirit has graciously shined the light of
faith in Christ into our hearts.
People:
Amen.
HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 2:1–12
(The Magi are examples for our lives of faith.)
Vicar:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
People:
Glory to You, O Lord.
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship

him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold,
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold
and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
Vicar:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Vicar:
Let us pray.O God, You led the Magi to see in the star the news of Christ’s
birth. We give thanks that You have enabled us to see Him as our Savior.
People:
Grant us strength of faith to follow where He leads and to worship
Him with all that we are and have;
Vicar:
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen
 WORD 
PSALM 1
Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law[b] of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

KYRIE
Vicar:
People:
Vicar:
People:
Vicar:
People:
Vicar:
People:
Vicar:
People:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For peace shining down on us from above and for the salvation of all
people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For peace so that the Church of God would more brightly shine the light of
the Gospel in the nations of the world, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who join us here to thank God for the unsearchable riches of Christ,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
“The People That in Darkness Sat” LSB 412
1 The people that in darkness sat
A glorious light have seen;
The light has shined on them who long
In shades of death have been,
In shades of death have been.
2

To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness,
The gath’ring nations come;
They joy as when the reapers bear
Their harvest treasures home,
Their harvest treasures home.

3

To us a Child of hope is born,
To us a Son is giv’n,
And on His shoulder ever rests
All pow’r in earth and heav’n,
All pow’r in earth and heav’n.

4

His name shall be the Prince of Peace,
The Everlasting Lord,
The Wonderful, the Counselor,
The God by all adored,
The God by all adored.

5

His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.

6

Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.
Text: Public domain
CHILDRENS MESSAGE
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Genesis 1:26-31
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for
food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green
plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Genesis 3:8-15
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?”[d] 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I
ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

GRADUAL
Vicar:
People:
Vicar:
People:
Vicar:
People:

Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8
Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol Him, all peoples!
For great is His steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;
bring an offering, and come into His courts!

EPISTLE
Romans 5:12-21
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus
Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man's
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man
Jesus Christ.
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness[g] leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the
many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in
death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Vicar:
This is the Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
HYMN OF THE DAY
1

Salvation unto us has come
By God’s free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom,
They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone,
Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.

2

What God did in His Law demand
And none to Him could render
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand

“Salvation unto Us Has Come” LSB 555

For man, the vile offender.
Our flesh has not those pure desires
The spirit of the Law requires,
And lost is our condition.
3

It was a false, misleading dream
That God His Law had given
That sinners could themselves redeem
And by their works gain heaven.
The Law is but a mirror bright
To bring the inbred sin to light
That lurks within our nature.

4

From sin our flesh could not abstain,
Sin held its sway unceasing;
The task was useless and in vain,
Our guilt was e’er increasing.
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart
Or purify our guileful heart—
So deep is our corruption.

5

Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
6 Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.
7

Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,

“Salvation unto Us Has Come” LSB 555

My faith cannot be put to shame,
And I shall never perish.
8

The Law reveals the guilt of sin
And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in
The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,
No comfort and no blessing.

9

Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify;
Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav’n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessèd name we hallow.
Text: Public domain
CREED
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life T everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Vicar:
Lord, in Your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

LSB 805

Text: Public domain

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
People:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24–26
Vicar:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People:
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Vicar:
Go in peace as You serve the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
HYMN
1 On what has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.

“On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!
2

To Thee our wants are known,
From Thee are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is Thine own
And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.

3

O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!
Text: Public domain
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