Zion Lutheran Church
413 Avenue D East
Bismarck, ND 58501
November 8, 2020 – 8:30 am
Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost
OPENING HYMN: LSB 594 “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”
1
God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!
2

Sin, disturb my soul no longer:
I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

3

Satan, hear this proclamation:
I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!

4

Death, you cannot end my gladness:
I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes
Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

5

There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ;
I’m a child of paradise! Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004275

INVOCATION
V In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

EXHORTATION
V If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
CONFESSION OF SINS
V Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
DECLARATION OF GRACE
V In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our
sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows
on them the Holy Spirit. may the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
INTROIT Psalm 84:1, 9–12; antiphon: v. 3
V Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may | lay her young,*
C at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King | and my God.
V How lovely is your | dwelling place,*
C O | Lord of hosts!
V Behold our shield, | O God;*
C look on the face of you’re a- | nointed!
V For a day in your courts is better than a thousand | elsewhere.*
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of | wickedness.
V For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and | honor.*
C No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- | rightly.
V O | Lord of hosts,*
C blessèd is the one who | trusts in you!
V Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
C and to the Holy | Spirit;
V as it was in the be- | ginning,*
C is now, and will be forever. | Amen.*
V Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may | lay her young,*
C at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King | and my God.
KYRIE
V In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
V For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
V For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray
to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
V For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
V Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
V
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

C

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION
V The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
V Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His Bride, the Church, that with
all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
THE OLD TESTEMENT – Amos 5:18–24
Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the day of the Lord? It is darkness, and not
light, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house and leaned his hand against the
wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in
it? “I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened
animals, I will not look upon them. Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I
will not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
V
C

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
V These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
C They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
V Blessed are those whose strength is | in You,*
C in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.
EPISTLE – 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
V
C

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA
C Alleluia. Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. Alleluia.
GOSPEL – Matthew 25:1–13
V The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go
rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other
virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
V
C

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ

HYMN LSB 516 “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”
1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,”
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake!
Your lamps with gladness take!
Alleluia!
With bridal care Yourselves prepare
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”
2 Zion hears the watchmen singing,
And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all-glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris’n, her light is come.
Now come, Thou Blessèd One,
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son,
Hail! Hosanna!
We enter all The wedding hall
To eat the Supper at Thy call.
3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee,
Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal,
Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.
No eye has seen the light,
No ear has heard the might
Of Thy glory; Therefore will we Eternally
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! Text: Public domain
THE SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

“Is Your Lamp Ready?”
Matthew 25:1-13

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life + everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
V let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
LORD'S PRAYER
V Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
V The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
HYMN LSB 515 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
1
Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
At midnight comes the cry.

2

The watchers on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.

3

The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him
Their diadems of gold.

4

Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption
That sets Your people free! Text: Public domain

