The mission of Zion Lutheran
Church is to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to all
people through Word and
Sacrament, encouraging and
supporting one another as a
fellowship of believers.

Virtual Bible Study
Sunday 9:45 am

In-Person & Online

Thursday 1:30 pm
Ladies Bible Study
Resumes in September

Zion
Lutheran
Church
413 East Ave D
Bismarck ND 58501
701-223-8286
Fax: 701-258-2146
E-mail:
zionlcmsbis@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook, search:
Zion Lutheran Church
Website:
www.zionbismarck.org

Life & Growth
The 11th Sunday After Pentecost
August 16, 2020

Holy Communion

Beginning Aug 27th, we will be
holding private communion in the
coffee bar area.
Martin Luther School will be in-person,
face to face, so we will not have access
to the south entrance. Please enter
through the north door. Thank you!
Sign up for communion at
zionbismarck.org or
call Gayle @ 220-0582.

August Altar Flowers, please contact Shawna Rice
@ 214-7914.
Today’s Altar Flowers are given by Fred and Nadine Ehrhardt in loving
memory of their fathers, Clarence Bultman and Cliff Ehrhardt, & a
special uncle, Lyle Steinmeier.
Pastor Marcis will be attending the
District Board Meeting in Minot,
August 20 & 21.
Chancel Circle will meet in the basement August 21, @ 9:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study will not meet the last two weeks in August, but will
resume again in September.
Office Hours Zion’s Church office will be open
Tuesday’s 9-4, Thursday’s 9-4 and Friday’s 1-4.
Monday’s & Wednesday’s will be available by appointments. The north
door on Ave D will be open during these hours. For office related
questions, or to request an appointment, contact Gayle at 220-0582.
The LCMS North Dakota District convention is scheduled for January 24-27,
2021 in Fargo. That means that it is time to start thinking of overtures,
nominations for pastoral and lay delegates, BOD positions, along with President,
Vice-presidents, Secretary and so forth. The Convention Theme is “Rejoice in the
Lord always! Rejoice!” from Philippians 4:4-7

Zion Lutheran Church
provides tuition assistance for members who would
like to provide their children with a Lutheran Education.
Contact the church office TODAY
at 223-8286 to fill out a
tuition assistance form.

Sermon

Questions:

“In the Presence of Power”

Summary

For personal & family Bible Study

Matthew 14:22-33

Power is a rather frightening thing in our lives. Things
that are powerful are beyond our control, and we cannot
stop them from harming us even if we wanted to. In our
Gospel text the disciples find themselves trapped in a
boat with an incredibly powerful being walking towards
them. Why shouldn’t the disciples be afraid? Even after
Jesus calls out to them, and identifies himself, why
shouldn’t the disciples be afraid? They are still in the
presence of one who is more powerful than anyone or
anything. They are helpless in His presence. The
disciples are still afraid. Peter doubts that it is Jesus, so
he tests him by asking to come out on the water. But
just as he gets to Jesus’ side, he becomes afraid again
and begins sinking. Jesus grabs him and caries him
back to the boat. The disciples begin worshiping Jesus
and say, “Truly you are the Son of God.” It is at this
point that the disciples finally get it, they finally
recognize why they need not be afraid. It’s not because
they know Jesus, rather it is because of who he is. He is
the Son of God; the same merciful and gracious God
who is slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness. Jesus is awesomely powerful, but he is
also awesomely merciful and forgiving. Jesus flips
everything on its head. For us that belong to him, he,
the one who is to be feared above all, takes away our
fear. We belong to the one who is so powerful he can
raise us from the dead, but we also belong to the one
who loved us so much that he died to make our
resurrection possible. Because we are His we have
nothing to fear, not even death.
Questions
1. Why is power frightening?
2. Why shouldn’t we be afraid of the awesomely
powerful Jesus?
3. Why shouldn’t we be afraid of anything else in our
lives?
Worship Attendance
Saturday, Aug 8
5:00 p.m. 18 (16)
Sunday, Aug 9
8:30 a.m. 41
10:45 a.m. 60

Our Stewardship Life
at Work for July
July MTD General Offering
$ 22,886
Avg. Bdgt Monthly Exp
$ 49,000

Aug 16, 2020

Please pray for
Zion Members
in the Military.

Study Texts: The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
Memory Verse: Matthew 14:27 "But Jesus immediately
said to them: 'Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid.'"
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Job 38:4-18
1. Why does the Lord ask Job where he was?
2. Who marked the dimensions of the earth?
3. Who laid the earth’s cornerstone?
4. Who shut up the sea?
5. Have you ever ordered the morning to come?
6. Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea?
7. Have you seen the gates of the shadow of death?
8. Who do we tell if we have created the earth?
THE EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 10:5-17
1. Who describes the righteousness of the law?
2. What does the righteousness of faith say?
3. Where is the Word?
4. What Word is this?
5. What does the scripture say?
6. Is there any difference between the Jew and the
Gentile?
7. What is beautiful about those who bring the good news?
8. How does faith come?
THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 14:22-33
1. What did Jesus have his disciples do?
2. What did Jesus do with the crowd?
3. Where did Jesus go after He had dismissed the crowd?
4. Why did Jesus go up on the mountain?
5. What lesson can we learn from this?
6. What problems were the disciples facing?
7. How did Jesus help His disciples?
8. How did the disciples react to Jesus after He helped
them?

Lessons for Next Sunday:
The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
Isaiah 56:1,6-8
Romans 11:1-2a,13-15,28-32
Matthew 15:21-28

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Buck Thornton
Bryce Johnson
Marck Schlafman
Shannon Ziemann
Austin Link
Steven Trautman
Jared Juntunen
Yurick Martis

Series A revised

Exodus 33-36
I Kings 1-4
Psalms 63-65
Proverbs 1
Jeremiah 47-52
Luke 7-8
Galatians 1-3

"But Jesus immediately said to them:
'Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid.'"
Matthew 14:27
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Summer Mid-Week Worship
August 19
* August 26 (Holy Communion)
September 2

Shepherd
of the Valley
Lutheran Church
7:00 PM Wednesdays

Pastor Zellers
Pastor Woodside
Pastor Wolfgram

We have a few outside projects that we would like to have completed before school starts.

Tasks include:
* pulling weeds from out playground.
* cleaning up and trimming the bushes and plants
on the west side of the building & painting the bench.
* We would also like to clean up the brick patio area by
the west door.
These can be done on a time that works for you, so let me know if you'd like to help!

If you are interested, please contact Denise Wolfgram
at wolfgram@lutherschools.org
or call the school office at 224-9070.
Sunday

16
8:30 AM
Traditional
Worship
w/Comm
9:30 AM
Bible Study
10:45 AM
Blended Worship

Monday

17
9:00 AM
Zion
Counters
7:00 PM
AA Mtg

Tuesday

18
6:00 AM
Leadership
Mtg
9:30 AM
Zion Staff
Mtg
6:00 PM
Bd of Lay
Ministry

Wed

19
7:30 PM
Youth
Group

Thur

20
9:00 AM
Quilting

Friday

21
9:00 AM
Quilting
9:30 AM
Chancel
Circle/Bsmt

All dates are subject to last minute changes. We will do our best to
keep the calendar updated on a week by week basis due to the ever
changing circumstances.
Thank you for your patience and understanding! Please contact the
church office with any updates for church group gatherings or email
Michele at magnewzion@gmail.com
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Saturday

23
5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship
w/Comm

August 16: Rev. Richard Biberdorf, Grace Lutheran
Church, Carrington, ND, Zion Lutheran Church, Binford,
ND, & Grace Lutheran Church, Cooperstown, ND,
presents the message: “Choking Us with Cream,”
based on Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32. This Is The
Life program is: “Trial By Fire”
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North Dakota District LCMS
Message in the Pew
August 2020
Church Worker Training
Assistance Program (CTAP)

August recalls the startup of schools.
Did you know that the ND District offers
monetary assistance to LCMS member
students who are planning a career in
church work and are attending a
Concordia college or seminary? This
year the District has eight students
receiving aid. To receive aid, students
must sign an agreement to pay back
any funds if they do not stay in LCMS
ministry. After the student graduates,
each year they work in LCMS ministry is
equal to one year of forgiven loan
funds. The district is happy to
financially support such service. Our ND
LWML donates much of their Mite
money to help our students. Churches
and individuals donate also. Career
plans sometimes change and that is no
different for these students. When that
happens, the student has an obligation
to pay back the funds. When this
promise is broken, it is frustrating and
not fair to those who do uphold the
conditions of the signed agreement. It
also leaves less funds to help other
students pursuing church work. It is
never too late to fulfill the promissory
note agreement! If you have questions,
please contact us at 701-293-9001.
May God bless our students this year
and keep them healthy.

Congregations’ Status

St. Peter, Belfield and
Redeemer, Grassy Butte:
vacancy (served by Rev. Anthony
Ahrendt and Rev. Michael Wolters)

Pastors and DCE’S

Rev. Aaron Hambleton is considering
a call to St. Paul, Eldora IA.
Rev. Aaron Hambleton is considering a
call to Zion, Douglas WY and
Our Redeemer, Glenrock WY.
Your servant in Christ,
ND District President
Rev. Arie Bertsch

NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT LCMS
Financial Information
July 2020
INCOME
Congregational Mission Giving
Synodical Pledge (35%)
Other Gifts
Total left for District Missions, Expenses

$95,763.52
(33,517.23)
324.54
$62,570.83

EXPENSES:
Local Missions and Committee Activities:
$13,819.63
(Includes Wittenberg Chapel, Life Skills &
Transition Center, Deaf Ministry, Youth)
Congregational Support
29,542.38
(Includes General Operations, District President,
Business Manager, Board of Directors)
1-1-1 Mission Giving
(2,677.20)
Current gifts given for these missions
(5,127.12)
International Missions
Christ’s Care for Children – Kenya ($10,000)
0.00
Chile Mission ($25,000)
$0.00
(These missions were voted on by the District Convention.
They will be paid quarterly as funds are available)
Net Expenses
$35,557.69
NET OPERATING INCOME FOR JULY
$27,013.14
Funds Given in the Past used for Current Expenses $1,400.00
YTD NET LOSS
($9,311.89)
After June being the lowest on record, congregational giving
was the highest ever for July. All I can say is “God is good!”.
Summer typically means less giving and on top of a pandemic,
we ’numbers people’ worry. If your congregation does not
already participate in an online giving program and would like
to, please consider LCEF’s Joyful Response which is provided
at no cost to your congregation.
Gifts from individuals and congregations designated for our
international missions are sent on at the end of each fiscal
quarter. Those amounts are not included in income or expense
totals. YTD designated gifts for international missions as of
July 31, 2020:
Christ’s Care for Children – Kenya
Chile Partnership

$2,841.00
$2,366.00

Please contact Tami Ulland at lcms.nd.busman@gmail.com
or call 701-293-9001 if you have more questions.

Please keep our school youth, teachers and
pastors in your prayers.
Donations to help with missions and CTAP are always
welcome and can be sent directly to PO Box 9029,
Fargo, ND 58106. Thank you.
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You are invited
to be a part of our
back to school, Fall Festival 2020
at Shepherd of the Valley
from 3-6pm on Sunday, September 27th.
We are inviting each of our member congregations
to join us in an afternoon of fun for our students,
and fellowship for our congregations.

Booths include:

Pick a Duck, Water Coin Drop, Water Coin Drop, Gone Fishing, Dino Dig, Bobbing for Apples Variation,
Bean Bag Toss, Lollipop Pull, Soda Pop Ring Toss, Fish Cup Game, & Football Ring Toss.
We are requesting a couple of volunteers from each congregation to sponsor a booth, participate in the dunk tank,
and donate a quilt for the silent auction.
Other activities include; a family photo booth (take it your “selfie”), decorate the pumpkin face, a food truck, and beverage booth,
a silent auction, MLS gear sales booth, and of course, entertainment!
Tickets will be available to purchase online or at the door, cost of each ticket is 25 cents with packages available, each game
will cost the participant one ticket. There is no entrance fee.
Tom Langer from Messiah Mandan is in charge of the Game Booths; please contact Tom at 701-202-5520, or email,
musikal67@hotmail.com, with your choice of game(s). Please contact Tom by August 14 th to reserve the best game location(s)!
By the way, we suggest applying for a Thrivent Action Team grant to help cover the expenses of your game prizes. (You will
need to ask a Thrivent policy member to help you with this!)

Lutherans Engaged in Mission

takes the following items on mission trips. With back to
school items on sale, now is a great time to purchase
supplies! We will have a bin to collect items in the main
foyer at Zion. We are looking to collect:

Pens, pencils, kid scissors, notebooks,
folders, erasers, pencil sharpeners,
backpacks, markers, crayons,
construction paper, pencil boxes, etc.
Thank you for your donations!
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Zion Lutheran Church Staff & Leadership
Zion Staff

Zion’s Church Council

Other Zion Ministry Leaders

Rev. Thomas R. Marcis, Jr.
Senior Pastor (701) 220-8437
Email: tmarcisjr@gmail.com

President James Rath

Music Coordinator
Melissa Piatz

Vicar Ben Ramthun
(701) 220-5802
ben994@gmail.com

Vice President Jerry Cleveland
Secretary Bonnie Chase
Treasurer Fred Ehrhardt

Kristin Nistler
Director of Family Ministry (701) 400-2069
Email: kristin.nistler@gmail.com
Russ Weixel
Director of Junior Youth Ministry
(701) 400-6492
Email: rweixelzion@aol.com
Gayle Little - Administrative Secretary
(701) 220-0582
Email: zionlcmsbis@gmail.com
Michele Agnew - Associate Secretary
Email: magnewzion@gmail.com

Board of Church Properties
Vacant
Board of Adult Family Ministry
Travis Rau
Board of Youth Family Ministry
Melanee Cleveland & Denise Anderson
Board of Lay Ministry Brian Rosin
Board of Stewardship
Melody Hintz-Rau
Special Projects Board
Lynette Schumaker

Hosannas Director
Kathy Rooke
Bells of Zion Director
Melody Hintz-Rau
Acolyte Coordinator
Gary Semmel
Stephen Leader
Denise Agnew
LWML President
Nancy Brown
Bismarck-Mandan
Lutheran School Association
Evelyn Orth & Roxanne Rosin

Zion Foundation Roland Huber

MORE RESOURCES:

Live

LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD SITES

KFUO
Radio

Check out Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod web pages by
clicking LCMS Websites.
Concordia University System The ten colleges and
universities of the Concordia University System are an
educational mission of The Lutheran Church–Missouri
Synod.

On
Demand

KFUO Radio
•
•
•
•
•
•

Concordia Publishing House is dedicated to equipping
people in their worship, witness and service to God with
ministry resources that are fresh, diverse and responsive.

Sacred Music & Prayer
Worship Services
Bible Studies
Lutheran Confessions
Practical Talk
And much more!

Lutheran Hour Ministries is a global movement of
Christians empowered and equipped to communicate the
gospel of Christ to all people. It is a service of the
International Lutheran Laymen’s League.
KFUO Radio Owned by the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, you can count on KFUO for the very best in
Lutheran programming.

KFUO.org worldwide.

thESource exists to provide Jesus-centered resources for
those at work with youth in the Lutheran congregations.

Search “KFUO”
wherever you get
your podcasts.

Lutheran Talk Radio….You can listen to Issues, Etc.
on-demand. Issues, Etc. is produced by Lutheran Public
Radio.

Stephen Ministry Mission Statement “A Christian friend who listens, cares, prays, supports, and encourages”
If you know someone who needs care and support at this time.
Please contact our Stephen Leaders:

Denise Agnew 400-1021 * Llona Sailing 391-9374 * Harley Trautman 391-3878
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