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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—PROPER 16
I Believe in the Holy Spirit
August 23, 2020
AS WE GATHER
Acknowledging Jesus as the Christ is central to our confession of faith as individual Christians and vital in our
worship as the gathered people of God. In our use of that divine title, we echo the words of the angel who
spoke to the shepherds in the field outside of Bethlehem with the Gospel message, “For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). We are blessed in knowing that Jesus,
the Christ, is not only God in person in human form but that He is God for us. St. Patrick poetically spoke his
confession with the words “Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me.” As we confess
Jesus as the Christ this day, we are joining with saints and angels as well as with the sisters and brothers that
surround us gathered for worship!
 PREPARATION 
HYMN
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
2

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

3

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!

4

“When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

5

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” Text: Public domain

“How Firm a Foundation” LSB 728

INVOCATION
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
We have begun our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Let
us speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding the Third Person of the Holy
Trinity.
People:
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Pastor:
What does this mean?
People:
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my
sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and
give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.
People:
Gracious God, with contrition and repentance, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We
are by nature sinful and unclean. Daily we have sinned and done things we ought not to
have done and have not done that which we are to have been doing as Your servants. We
indeed deserve Your punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we
come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is not in ourselves but in the merits of Your Son,
our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us remission of all of our sins,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit at work within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways
that reflect Your goodness and love.
Pastor:
God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications. By the command of our Lord and as
His called and ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
 WORD 
INTROIT
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Psalm 2:6–7; Psalm 117; antiphon: Psalm 115:18
But we will bless the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
As for Me, I have set My King
on Zion, My holy hill.
I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have begotten You,”
Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol Him, all peoples!
For great is His steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
But we will bless the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!

HYMN
1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,
With exultation springing,
And with united heart and voice
And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done,

“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” LSB 556 vs 1 & 4

How His right arm the vict’ry won.
What price our ransom cost Him!
4

But God had seen my wretched state
Before the world’s foundation,
And mindful of His mercies great,
He planned for my salvation.
He turned to me a father’s heart;
He did not choose the easy part
But gave His dearest treasure.

SALUTATION
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Let us pray. Almighty God, You inspired Peter to confess Jesus as the Christ, Your living Son.
Keep Your Church firm on the rock of this faith, that in unity and peace the Savior will be
proclaimed throughout the world until the end of time as the Holy Spirit works in the lives of Your
people. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 51:1–6
(The salvation of the Lord will be forever.)
“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord: look to the rock from which you were
hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. For the Lord comforts Zion; he
comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy
and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. “Give attention to me, my people, and
give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. My
righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands
hope for me, and for my arm they wait. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the
heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like
manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed.”
Pastor:
People:
EPISTLE

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Romans 11:33–12:8

(We are one Body in Christ.)
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has
given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be
glory forever. Amen. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the
same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one
who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with
cheerfulness.

Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE
People:

Ephesians 2:19b–20
Alleluia. You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
cornerstone. Alleluia.

Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 16:13–20
(Jesus is confessed as the Christ, the Son of the living God, by Peter.)
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY
1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,
But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.
2

Surely in temples made with hands
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above
Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.

3

We are God’s house of living stones,
Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.

4

Here stands the font before our eyes,
Telling how God has received us.
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice
And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim

“Built on the Rock” LSB 645

Christ yesterday, today, the same,
And evermore, our Redeemer.
5

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.” Text: Public domain

SERMON

“Be Transformed”
Romans 12:1-2

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:
let us pray to the Lord:
People:
Lord, have mercy.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN
1 Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
2 Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.
3

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

4

Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

“Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB 783

5

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee. Text: Public domain
 SACRAMENT 

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:
It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You have
come to redeem Your fallen creation. Through the saving work of Jesus Christ, whom to know is
everlasting life, we are granted all good things and are directed in ways of peace. Through the
working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow upon us Your benediction, now and forever. Together with
angels and archangels and with all who rejoice in the courts of heaven, we praise Your glorious
name:
SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

LSB 178

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We bless You now for sending Your Son, Jesus
Christ, to give us assurance of Your fatherly care, so that we live without fear. Through lives
that are directed by Your Holy Spirit, grant that we live out the good confession of our faith in
Christ as Lord and Savior as we await eternal life in Your heavenly kingdom, where saints and
angels gather around Your throne in glory everlasting.
People:
Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
Pastor:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9–13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
PAX DOMINI
Pastor:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:
Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure:
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
2

Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.

3

Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Savior, or I die.

4

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee. Text: Public domain

“Your Table I Approach” LSB 628
1 Your table I approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.
2

Lord, I confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3

Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

4

Search not how this takes place,
This wondrous mystery;
God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.

5

O grant, most blessèd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6

Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light. Text: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION HYMN
“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” LSB 632
1 O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee
My heartfelt thanks forever be,
Who hast so lovingly bestowed
On me Thy body and Thy blood.
2

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say:
What wealth is come to me this day!
My Savior dwells within my heart:
How blessed am I! How good Thou art! Text: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Let us pray. Grant, O Lord, that this Sacrament we have now received strengthen us in faith and
in loving service to one another. As we have shared in the hospitality of Your Table, give us faith
to live each day as Your people who are given to hospitality, charity, and service in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
People:
Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26
People:
Amen.
HYMN
“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” LSB 650
1 Holy Spirit, ever dwelling
In the holiest realms of light;
Holy Spirit, ever brooding
O’er a world of gloom and night;
Holy Spirit, ever raising
Those of earth to thrones on high;
Living, life-imparting Spirit,
You we praise and magnify.
2

Holy Spirit, ever living
As the Church’s very life;
Holy Spirit, ever striving
Through us in a ceaseless strife;

Holy Spirit, ever forming
In the Church the mind of Christ:
You we praise with endless worship
For Your gifts and fruits unpriced.
3

Holy Spirit, ever working
Through the Church’s ministry;
Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving,
Setting captive sinners free;
Holy Spirit, ever binding
Age to age and soul to soul
In communion never ending,
You we worship and extol. Text: Public domain
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

